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Spotted Owl Lawsuit Amendment Resolution

January 2006


Whereas, Seattle Audubon filed two related 60-day notices of intent to sue the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Washington Department of Natural Resources, Forest Practices Board, and U.S. Timberlands in 2003 and 2004; and 
 
Whereas, the WA Department of Fish and Wildlife addressed the issue of decertification (the only issue under its jurisdiction) and the Forest Practices Board adopted a two-year moratorium on owl circle decertification; and 
 
Whereas, the state has conducted two significant studies showing the need for better habitat protection – a statewide habitat assessment and a document by the WDFW on the shortcoming of the state owl rules; and  
 
Whereas, Weyerhaeuser is harvesting forests in a manner that puts active owl nest sites at risk and is likely illegal under the Endangered Species Act; and  

Whereas, Weyerhaeuser has state-approved permits to log habitat within several circles below the federal 40% threshold; and
 
Whereas, the Department of Natural Resources has permitted extensive logging activity in owl habitat, including site centers and continues to permit such activities that are likely illegal under the Endangered Species Act.
 
Now, therefore be it resolved that: 

The Seattle Audubon Society will issue another 60-day notice and pursue litigation against Weyerhaeuser, the Washington Department of Natural Resources, and the Washington Forest Practices Board to protect individual owl circles and to improve state regulations for logging in owl habitat.   

