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Join us for an evening celebrating the 
journeys and discoveries of young natu-
ralists with local author Lyanda Haupt 
and our own BirdWatch teens. Lyanda 
will read from her new book, 

Emily Sprong and Seattle Audubon’s 
high school BirdWatch group will update 
us on this summer’s events with a presen-
tation, , focusing 
on woodpeckers and owls. 

Lyanda’s books 
will be available 
for purchase and 
signing.

Doors open at 
6:30 with refresh-
ments, displays, 
and Nature Shop 
selections. The 

Center for Urban Horticulture is located 
at 3501 NE 41st Street in the Laurelhurst 
neighborhood.  From NE 45th Street, turn 
south on Mary Gates Memorial Way to NE 
41st Street. Buses #25 and #30 stop at NE 
45th and Mary Gates Memorial Drive.

Educating for the Future of our Planet—
Education Programs at Seattle Audubon

Seattle Audubon is dedicated to 
providing a lifelong continuum of 
educational experiences. Our mission 
is to lead a community that values and 
protects birds and the natural environment. 
We advance this mission by working with 
partner organizations, community groups, and 
local schools.

Whether for a child at our Nature Camp who 
develops an appreciation of wildlife while visiting a 
local beach or a student in our elementary school pro-
gram learning research skills by studying schoolyard 
habitats, these programs provide experiences that 
connect lives to the natural world.

Seattle Audubon is an organization dedicated to 
education that inspires and nurtures the birders and 
naturalists of today and tomorrow. Learn more about 
our education programs on pages 8 and 9. 

Seattle Audubon           2
. . .For Birds

5

. . .And Nature

6

Feature                             

8

9

Field Trips                    10

Classes                          12

Good Deals                   14

Calendar                      16

I n s i d e



S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 6

are 
and at 7:00-8:45PM 

at the Seattle Audubon Center. Con-
tact Lorraine at 206-523-8243, x12, or 
lorraineh@seattleaudubon.org to register.

The  will be Saturday, 
September 16, 10AM-4PM, at the 
Seattle Audubon Center, 8050 35th NE. 
Featuring Botanica, Day Creek Nursery, 
Madrona Nursery, and Tadpole Have. 
Stock up on native plants!

, Saturday, 
September 23, 10AM-3PM, Seattle 
Audubon Center. See page 13 for details. 
Donate  stuff!

The fall 
 will be held October 6, 7, and 8 

at Camp Lutherwood on Lake Samish, 
three miles south of Bellingham. More 
information and registration at
http://www.northcascadesaudubon.org/
php/index.php?acow.

 to Seattle 
Audubon. Call 206-523-8243, x37, and 
leave a message. And a hearty  
to Todd Scheuer, who recently donated 
a car.

,  
and , for interning this 
summer.
—The  for 
their continual hard work and support.

S e a t t l e

Of NoteSeattle Audubon

—Neighborhood Bird Count volunteers, 
as follows: Leaders, 

. Also an
NBC data analyst. To Alice and Jan for 
coordinating the NBC project now, and 

 for doing so for several years. 
And finally, thanks to .
—Development helpers,  

and
 

 and  
for their garden work in June, and 

 and  for weeding and 
watering.

Tom Thorbeck, husband of Mary Anne 
Thorbeck, possessed not only a brilliant 
legal mind, but also a keen intel-
lect combined with razor-sharp wit. 
He was a true renaissance man, with 
wide-ranging interests from playing 
classical cello to competing in sports. 
When faced with multiple sclerosis, 
which limited his participation in some 
areas, he courageously redirected his 
boundless enthusiasm to other avenues. 
Tom was always generous to a fault, 
friendly to all, and truly exemplified 
the phrase,”joie de vivre.” His sudden 
demise is a shock to all of us, and we 
share profoundly in Mary Anne’s grief.
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Environmental 
Education Is Key

Environmental education is central to 
the work of Seattle Audubon. Since 
joining the staff here a few months ago, 
I have been impressed at the breadth 
and depth of our education programs. 
We engage students of all ages in direct, 
experiential learning.

I hear from many people touched by 
Seattle Audubon’s education programs: 
grade school kids presenting what they 
learned in the FUN program; daily re-
ports this summer from my young sons 
(ages five and six) on their adventures 
at Nature Camp; and students describ-
ing their experiences in our high school 
program, BirdWatch. Numerous friends 
and neighbors have shared with me 
their participation in various Seattle 

Audubon field 
trips and classes.

As a long 
time environ-
mental advocate 
(but novice bird-
watcher), I have 
been humbled 
and amazed by 
the expertise 

Seattle Audubon volunteers and staff 
bring to our education programs. I mar-
vel at the camp naturalists who imbue 
inquisitive young minds with a pas-
sion for nature. And I’m thrilled when 
leaders of our neighborhood birdwalks 
nurture an adult’s casual interest in 
birds into a commitment to protecting 
habitat.

I encourage you to experience for 
yourself one of Seattle Audubon’s edu-
cation programs. Sign up today!

Seattle Audubon Mourns 
the Loss of Susanna Stodden 
and Mary Cooper
The staff, board, and members of Seattle 
Audubon are deeply saddened by the 
tragic deaths of Susanna 
Stodden and her mother, 
Mary Cooper. Mary was a 
librarian at Decatur School 
AEII. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to their fam-
ily at this extraordinarily 
difficult time.

Susanna was a member of the Seattle 
Audubon staff for the past year. She 
worked in our Finding Urban Nature 
(FUN) education program, teaching 
elementary school children about the 

environment. Susanna shared her passion 
for science and nature by taking kids out-
doors to learn more about their schoolyard 
habitats. Through her efforts with the FUN 
program, Susanna touched the lives of 
hundreds of kids, as well as nearly 200 adult 
volunteers. Her incredibly positive person-

ality radiated her energy to 
everyone she met, children 
and adults alike. 

Susanna was a dear, 
kind soul, always cheer-
ful and ready to help, a 
warm and steady presence. 
She was committed to 

her students and to making this a better 
world. We will continue to hold on to the 
memory of Susanna and everything she 
did for children, the outdoors, and all of 
us at Seattle Audubon. 
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Thank you, Chris Peterson!
Long-time Seattle Audubon employee 
Chris Peterson stepped down in July to 
set up an independent, complementary 
organization to pursue expanding the 
BirdNote radio program beyond Wash-

ington State. Chris was an integral part of the growth 
of Seattle Audubon over the past decade, serving as ex-
ecutive director for nine years and executive producer 
of BirdNote for the last two years. Seattle Audubon ap-
preciates Chris’s service and extraordinary dedication, 
and we wish her the best in her new endeavors.

A Midwestern 
transplant, Lauren 
has lived in Seattle 
for nine years. She is 
the Communications 
Director for Wash-
ington Trails Association. She brings 
to Seattle Audubon her experience 
in policy, advocacy, communications, 
and fundraising for nonprofit environ-
mental organizations. In her free time, 
Lauren enjoys hiking and birding (she’s 
a Master Birder), and co-chairs the 
Seattle Women’s Commission. 

Herb has joined the 
board to represent the 
Science Committee 
and its activities. He 
is currently working 
with the Washington 
Invasive Species Coalition, and 
hopes to develop a “report card” that 
will illustrate how successful the 
state is in suppressing or eradicating 
invasive species. Herb still plays with 
trains and enjoys nature photog-
raphy, classical music (especially 
opera), and collecting stuff. 

Cynthia currently 
works as a manager 
of market research 
and analysis for IBM. 
She has an MBA in 
finance and also a 
background in chemical engineer-

ing. Although a relative newcomer 
to the world of birding, Cynthia has 
long had an interest in conservation 
issues. She enjoys gardening, hiking, 
feeding birds, and spending leisurely 
hours whacking blackberry bushes 
around her Whidbey Island cabin.

Neil has been with 
Seattle Audubon 
for over twenty 
years. He heads our 
outreach booth and 
presents programs 
on . An avid bird-
er, he is in charge of the Audubon 
bird walks at Discovery Park, and 
also helps with their monthly bird 
census and bird walks. A carpenter 
by trade, Neil fills his spare time 
with sea kayaking, gardening, and 
- of course - more birdwatching.

Chris has been an 
incredible resource 
on the Seattle 
Audubon board, in-
cluding being a key 
lead for our last stra-
tegic planning process as well as an 
ongoing champion for the Nature 
Shop, for the BirdNote program, 
and for the Membership Program.  
He has also been a tireless volunteer 
keeping Seattle Audubon computer 
resources up and running. 

With a warm smile and cheery dis-
position, Noel is a long-time Seattle 
Audubon member who has also been a 
great volunteer in our development and 
other programs.  Noel will gather oral 
histories of Seattle Audubon as part of 
her work on the History Committee, 
so we’ll 
continue 
to have her 
wisdom 
and good 
grace in 
our midst.

Emory has been a great voice of 
experience on governance and other 
issues at the board level, drawing 
from his many years of experience 
with nonprofit management.  Emory 
will continue to share his leadership 
on the development committee.

Jerry spent the past 
two years organizing 
the Science Commit-
tee, shepherding com-
mittee projects, taking 
leadership on invasive 
species issues, and serving as a repre-
sentative for Seattle Audubon (and 
the environmental community) on the 
Governor’s Oil Spill Advisory Commit-
tee.  We are grateful for his continued 
involvement with the Science, Conser-
vation, and History Committees.

All in all, these four individuals have 
provided unique and valuable service 
to Seattle Audubon, and their dedi-
cation is much appreciated. 
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Birdathon 2006—

Everyone’s a winner in Seattle Audubon’s 
Birdathon, but especially the birds and wild-
life protected through our conservation ef-
forts, funded in part by Birdathon proceeds. 

This year we raised over $38,000 for 
Seattle Audubon’s conservation work, 
specifically for two public campaigns 
designed to connect the consumer’s deci-
sion with its corresponding impact on the 
environment. The Forest-friendly Lumber 
and Shade Coffee Campaigns say 

—
Master Birder Class of 2006
157 species, $2,370 
Team: Adam Sedgley, Scott Hoskins, Ian 
Ittleson, and Andrew Thurber. Adam 
went home with the Audubon print for 
masterminding the effort.
Prize: Bald Eagle float trip for 6 

—
Gene Hunn, 124 species 
Prize: a Chris McNally illustration

—
Mary Anne Thorbeck, $1,900+ 
Prize: one night, including dinner, at The 
Edgewater
Special thanks to Mary Anne for heading 
up the Master Birder Challenge, motivating 
and mobilizing the Master Birder classes to 
new levels of participation, raising all 
this money in her personal Birdathon.

— Justine Busse, $1,000+ increase
Prize: 2 nights in a cabin in the Methow 
Valley

—
Monya Noelke, $770 
Prize: Earth Sanctuary tour

Jennifer Vanderhoof
Prize: Bald Eagle float trip 

Russ Steele
Prize: tour of Ste. Michelle Winery for 4 
and Rick Steves’ books

Noel Angell
Prize: journaling with Frances Wood

— C. Bert Dudley, 23
Prize: nature tour for 4 in the San Juans

Tom Aversa, 138 
species
Prize: Argosy Cruise for 4 on Lake Wash-
ington

— 
David Hepp, 113 species
Prize: butterfly field trip

— Lexie Menth, 89 species
Prize: birdPod software and Stokes’ 

— Luthy Family, Lila and 
Max, ages 4 & 6 (with mom Julie)
Prize: Birdbath, Sibley guide, and binoculars

— 
Jeike Meijer

—
The Seattle Audubon board of directors 
raised over $5,000 and the staff raised over 
$6,800. Trips and events raised over $2,240 
and our business sponsors donated $10,000.

 $2,370
  $  565

 $  550
  $  600
  $1,115

 $  308
 $  100

We thank and salute the Master Birders 
who together donated $5,608 and  
another $6,400 from their friends, for a 
total of more than $12,000 for Birdathon.

— Alex Morgan
All Birdathoners who gathered pledges 
of $1000 or more were entered in a grand 
prize drawing. Alex won 3 nights in a 
cabin at Pacific Beach.

— 
To Bob Sieh for raising over $2,200 and to 
Tom Rohrer for raising over $1,200. Alas, 
neither submitted the returns until after 
the deadline. All the other award winners 
really liked that!
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1. Visit the No on I-933 web site 
and learn more about the danger-
ous potential of this initiative. 
(http://noon933.org/index.php)
2. Sign up and pledge to vote no 
on I-933. (http://noon933.org/
get_involved/pledge.php)
3. Make a donation to the cam-
paign. (https://www.campaignco
ntribution.com/version6/process/

info.asp?id=3544)
4. Download and print a yard sign, 
bumper sticker, or button. (http:
//noon933.org/get_involved/
tools.php)
5. Sign up to volunteer for the cam-
paign. (http://noon933.org/
get_involved/volunteer.php)
6. Attend one of the upcoming 
events (http://noon933.org/
get_involved/events.php)
7. Visit the media center and read 

Seattle Audubon is working to pro-
tect Washington taxpayers from the 
high costs of lawsuits and environ-
mental rollbacks of Initiative 933.

The initiative is so poorly writ-
ten and leaves so many questions 
unanswered that there will be a 
barrage of lawsuits to sort it all out. 
Taxpayers will be left with the bill 
for this expensive legal mess, be-
cause I-933 mandates that taxpayers 
pay the claimants’ attorneys’ fees.

Initiative 933 would open up 
loopholes that would make it possi-
ble to pave farmland and turn back 
the clock on environmental protec-
tions, by creating a “pay or waive” 
system. “Pay or waive” would force 
taxpayers to shell out potentially 
billions of dollars to make people 
follow laws that are already on the 
books—or the laws will be waived. 

According to the recent report 
from the Department of Ecology, 
if I-933 passes, it could severely 
restrict the department’s ability 

to maintain air and water qual-
ity in Washington. Most of the 
department’s responsibilities would 
revert back to the Environmental 
Protection Agency, because the state 
would no longer be able to enforce 
basic environmental laws.  Because 
EPA lacks the resources to effectively 
implement the various elements of 
Washington’s Clean Air Program, 
pollution levels would likely in-
crease. 

The NO on 933 campaign continues 
to gain support in the farming com-
munity. The Western Washington 
Agricultural Association has joined 
the United Farm Workers, Tilth Pro-
ducers of Washington, Skagitonians 
to Preserve Farmland, and many 
other family farmers in endorsing the 
NO on 933 campaign.

Initiative 933 would open up for 
development land that is currently 
protected for agriculture. Farmers 
would have to compete with devel-
opers for land to grow crops. This 
would make it more costly and more 
difficult for family farmers to stay in 
business. As the  
put it in a recent editorial, if Initia-

the press coverage about I-933. 
(http://noon933.org/media_center/
index.php)
8. Talk to neighbors and friends 
about the damaging effects of 
I-933.
9. Sign up to be an e-mail captain 
and keep your friends in the loop 
on I-933 (http://noon933.org/
get_involved/signup.php)
10. VOTE NO on I-933 on Elec-
tion Day!

tive 933 passes… “you can kiss farm-
ing good-bye in Skagit County.”

Oregon has seen farmland come 
under attack from its similar, but less 
extreme, Measure 37. So far, there 
have been more than 2,800 Mea-
sure 37 claims, amounting to more 
than $3.8 billion dollars. Sadly, over 
1,100 of those claims will allow more 
development on 80,000 acres of 
farmland than is currently planned.

Seattle Audubon has helped to 
expand the NO on 933 coalition 
and engage people who care about 
Washington. The diverse and grow-
ing coalition of organizations and 
individuals across the state includes 
the Washington State Council of 
Fire Fighters, League of Women 
Voters, American Lung Association 
of Washington, The Nature Con-
servancy, Sierra Club, Washington 
Environmental Council, Greater 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce, 
and many more. These groups share 
the common thread of wanting to 
preserve the rights of communities 
and our quality of life by defeat-
ing this costly and loophole-ridden 
initiative.

Visit the web site, www.NoOn933.org, 
and find out how you can help stop 
this reckless and costly initiative. 
Thanks!



that are in danger of sinking, to determine 
what the federal government should be do-
ing—but isn’t—to protect our waters, and 
to examine how we can legally 
regulate issues not addressed by 
other agencies. The report also 
reviews possible changes to fees, 
such as the fee on crude oil 
brought into the state, to pay 
for the programs.

During the coming 
year, the council 
will work on 
public participation in spill 
prevention and response, 
conduct studies, and 
monitor what federal 
and state agencies—
and the oil and marine 
industries—are doing to 
keep oil off the birds and
out of our waters.

Birds and Oil Don’t Mix

We’ve all seen the news—an oil spill 
somewhere in the world; dead birds being 
collected, and people chasing live ones 
to clean them; the air rank with fumes. 
Unfortunately, this has happened here 
and could happen again. To lessen that 
likelihood, Seattle Audubon is represent-
ed on the Washington Oil Spill Advisory 
Council. 

The council is charged with deter-
mining how to create state-of-the-art 
programs for spill prevention and re-
sponse. Since last October, the council 
addressed these issues and will be report-
ing its initial findings to the governor 
and the legislature this month. Included 
are recommendations to provide a year-
round rescue tug in Neah Bay, to develop 
a program for removing derelict vessels 

So What’s Up with 
Technotrash?
“Technotrash” includes everything from 
CDs to zip disks, printer cartridges to 
PDAs, and it’s a big environmental 
problem: about 40 million pounds a year 
big. It’s also an environmental hazard.

Every year, American consumers 
buy over a billion CDs alone. And 
where does it all go? After watching 
too many “disposable” CDs get thrown 
into the trash, employees at Seattle 
Audubon wanted a solution and began 
a collaboration with GreenDisk, a 
local nonprofit that addresses this 
growing problem in an accountable and 
environmentally safe manner. 

But why keep this to ourselves? 
Visitors in the Seattle Audubon 
Nature Shop can now get rid of their 
own technotrash in the GreenDisk 

Technotrash Can. So instead of throwing 
away any of the items listed below, bring 
them in to our Nature Shop, and know 
that they will be recycled safely. For 
more information on GreenDisk, visit 
www.greendisk.com.

Technotrash that you can recycle at 
Seattle Audubon:

CDs, DVDs, tapes, printer cartridges, 
cell phones, digital cameras, chargers, 
handheld games, pagers, PDAs, 
rechargeable batteries, cords, cables, 
chips, boards

To learn how to recycle printers, 
monitors, CPUs, scanners, or basically 
any hardware, visit http://greendisk.com/
gdsite/services.aspx.
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Educating for 
the Future of 
our Planet

I am an educator. I have 
realized that as an educa-
tor and, more importantly, as a human 
resident of this planet, it is my respon-
sibility to seek out problems and get 
involved in making this a better world. 
Toward this end, I chose the field of envi-
ronmental education. 

In the 1996 National Environmen-
tal Education Advisory Council report, 
environmental education was defined in 
this way:

 

This definition stresses the impor-
tance not only of knowledge and aware-
ness, but also of skills, motivation, and 
activism. So, how do we help citizens to 
become environmentally aware and ac-
tive within our educational system?

There is no quick and 
easy answer. Research has 
shown that the prediction 
of responsible environ-
mental behavior in any 
one individual is not a 
simple process, because 
it involves a number of 
variables. Such variables 

include one’s knowledge of issues, un-
derstanding of action strategies, locus of 
control, attitudes, verbal commitment, 
and one’s sense of responsibility. Evidence 
shows that individuals who have a desire 
to take action will do so when they be-
come aware of the issues, when they learn 
the steps for taking action, when they 
feel in control of a situation, when they 
possess or learn the necessary skills, when 
they are relieved of situational (economic 
constraints and social) pressures, and 
when they begin to feel a deep sense of 
personal responsibility. 

If we are truly going to successfully 
educate for the future of our planet, we 
need to look to this research and realize 
that there is much more to the equation 
than simply flooding the general public 
with information. Making this a better 
world includes addressing a variety of ex-
isting societal problems. A healthy planet 
requires healthy people who are inspired, 
aware, skilled, and empowered to help!

Teens continue to be a strong force at Seattle 
Audubon in both science and education. 

Three interns taught over 500 summer 
campers about birds, sharing what makes a 
bird , hands-on experience with bird 
skins, and the important message that things 
good for birds (clean air, water, food, and 
shelter) are the same things that people need. 

On the scientific front, nine eager teens 
participated in our fourth-annual teen bird-
banding training camp at the Deep Creek 
Campground southeast of Mount Rainier. 

They learned how to set up nets, extract, 
band, and release the birds, all while col-
lecting valuable data. You can watch these 
teens at work and learn more about bird-
banding. Visit a banding demonstration at 
West Seattle’s Greg Davis Park on Septem-
ber 16 from 8-11AM. 

Unique opportunities are available 
through the BirdWatch program. Know 
anyone who might be interested in learning 
more about BirdWatch? See the sidebar.
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Seattle Audubon 
Education Programs—
Something for Everyone!

Seattle Audubon Nature camp provides 
fun, hands-on learning in our Nature 
Discovery day camps for grades 1-3, Eco-
Adventure day camps for grades 4-6, Teen 
Trekker camping trips for grades 6-9, and 
a volunteer Junior Naturalist program for 
grades 9-12. Topics include the ecology 
of oceans, wetlands, woodlands, and tide 
pools, as well as endangered species, habi-
tat loss, insects, birds, and much more. 
Our nature activities give our youth the 
skills, knowledge, and motivation to act 
as environmental stewards.

Seattle Audubon offers traveling presen-
tations for school and community groups 
on such topics as bird songs, raptors, and 
flight. Family programs at local communi-
ty centers provide learning opportunities 
for the whole family. Teacher-training ses-
sions give teachers skills and materials to 
take birds and nature into the classroom. 
And general community outreach events 

feature booths with educational materials 
and activities.

Throughout the year, Seattle Audubon 
offers a variety of classes on birding and 
natural history. We offer field 
trips all year long, including 
special trips that are accessible 
to birders who use wheelchairs, 
walkers, or other supports, and 
birders who prefer a slow pace. 
Monthly bird walks, open to 
the public, explore some of the 
many birding locations in the 
greater Seattle area.

The Master Birder program, a year-long ed-
ucation-for-service program, fo-
cuses on the identification and 
natural history of  Washington’s 
birds. After passing an entrance 
exam, individuals complete 
several months of intensive 
study of Northwest birds. These 
highly qualified bird experts 
then provide invaluable service 
and leadership throughout Se-
attle Audubon and the community. 

Learn All About Birds—
Resources from Seattle Audubon
At Seattle Audubon, we love to share our 
passion about birds and the natural world, 
so we have created community resources 
for parents, teachers, beginning birders, 
veteran birders, and anyone interested 
in knowing a little bit more about our 
feathered friends. 

booklet 
(seattleaudubon.org/education.cfm?id=84), 
and get tips on sharing the wonderful 
world of birds with students or families. 
And please see our activity booklet, 

, an engaging work

book that introduces 6- to 10-year-olds 
to some of Seattle’s most common birds 
(seattleaudubon.org/education.cfm?id=501).

Books, videos, games, and field guides for 
all ages and levels of interest. Or check out 
our nature slides  which include a large and 
diverse selection of North American birds.

Education kit rentals. Each kit comes packed 
with hands-on props, educator information, 
age-appropriate activities and projects, 
and an easy-to-follow program guide. 

BirdWeb, designed to help residents and 
visitors alike learn more about the birds of 
Washington. www.BirdWeb.org


