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Birdathon— 
22 years and Counting! 

by Monya Noelke, Birdathon Coordinator

Let’s go birding! It’s Spring, the birds are re-
turning, and the flowers are blooming. Want 
to have a lot of fun and help birds and nature 
at the same time? Join us for Birdathon 2006, 
a uniquely Audubon way to help protect 
Washington’s native birds and wildlife.

Birdathon is like a walk-a-thon, but it’s all 
about birds and nature. It’s challenging, exhila-
rating, and—beware—addictive! Birdathoners 
just keep coming back for more, year after year!

 3 Good Reasons to Birdathon  
• Almost one third of Washington State’s birds are in 
decline.
• The biggest threat to these birds is the loss of their 
habitats.
• Birdathon funds support our conservation programs to 
protect these birds and their habitats. 

Make this your year to Birdathon! See pages 7-11 for 
fun ways to get involved!
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Extreme Nature: 
Images from the World’s Edge
with National Geographic 

Photographer, Bill Curtsinger
Thursday, April 20, 7:00PM
Center for Urban Horticulture
Free and open to the public!

Please join us as National Geographic 
photographer Bill Curtsinger presents 
slides from his new book, Extreme 
Nature: Images from the World’s Edge. 
The wide range of topics features images 
of Antarctica, the Arctic, Lake Baikal, 
the Gulf of Maine and Bikini Atoll, a 
kelp forest, sharks, marine mammals, sea 
turtles, and Atlantic and Pacific salmon. 
Get a taste of Curtsinger's photos at 
www.extremenaturebook.com. Books 
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will be available 
for purchase and 
signing. 

Doors open at 
6:30PM with Na-

ture Shop selections, displays, and refresh-
ments. The Center for Urban Horticulture 
is located at 3501 NE 41st Street in the 
Laurelhurst neighborhood. From NE 45th 
Street, turn south on Mary Gates Memorial 
Way to NE 41st Street.  Bus routes #25, 65, 
and 75 stop at NE 45th and Mary Gates 
Memorial Drive.
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Shiva Parameswaran
Randy Robinson
Tom Rohrer
Richard Youel

• Spring Plant Sale at Seattle Audu-
bon, Saturday, April 8, 10AM-4PM. 
Rev up your garden with Northwest 
natives, butterfly- and bee-attracting 
plants, and more!

• New volunteer orientation, Tuesday, 
April 25, at 7PM at Seattle Audubon. 
Register with Lorraine at 206-523-8243, 
x12 or lorraineh@seattleaudubon.org.

• Seattle Audubon 2006 Awards—
Nominations Due April 21. Help us 
recognize individuals who go the extra 
mile for birds and nature in education, 
conservation, and science. The deadline 
for nominations is 4PM, April 21. For 
more complete details, consult the Se-
attle Audubon web site or contact Ann 
Nez, Awards Chair, at nezac@jps.net.

• Seattle Audubon Summer Nature 
Camp—Introduce a child to birds and 
nature! Send your own kid, or provide a 
scholarship for another. Check out our 
programs at www.seattleaudubon.org or 
call 206-523-4483.  

• Donate your old vehicle to Seattle 
Audubon and help support its programs. 
Please call 206-523-8243, x7, and leave 
a message. And a hearty thank you to 
Patricia Ryan and George Smith, who 
recently donated vehicles.

• Volunteer Opportunities
— Lead our Science Committee and join 
our board as Science Chair. Need a com-

S e a t t l e

Of Note

mitment of two to four hours per week.
— Help with administrative projects 
eight hours per week.
— Volunteer in the Nature Shop for 3.5 
hour shifts week days or Saturdays.

Seattle Audubon
Shop (phone: 206-523-4483)
Staff (phone: 206-523-8243)
Fax (206-528-7779)
Interim Executive Director
   Marina Skumanich, x14
BirdNote Executive Producer
   Chris Peterson, x15
Bookkeeper
   Lois Woolwine, x17
Conservation Director
   Alex Morgan, 206-985-6581
Education/Nature Camp Director
   Susan Tallarico, 206-985-6993
Elem. School Program Manager
/Nature Camp Asst. Director
   Kintea Bryant, x19
High School Program Manager
   Emily Sprong, 206-985-6832
Development Associate
   Monya Noelke, x37
FUN Assistant
   Susanna Stodden, x18
Nature Shop Assistant
   Justine Busse, x13
Nature Shop Manager
   Russ Steele, x10
Science and BirdNote Associate
   Adam Sedgley, x36
Shade Coffee Organizer
   Kristen Kosidowski, 206-523-6757
Urban Habitat Program Director
   Matt Mega 206-985-6841
Volunteer Program Director
   Lorraine Hartmann, x12
SIGHTINGS HOTLINE
WOS Birdbox 206-281-9172
WEB SITES
http://www.seattleaudubon.org
http://www.birdweb.org
Earthcare Northwest, the official 
newsletter of Seattle Audubon, is 
published monthly except January 
and August. 
Editor, Ellen Blackstone, x7
Publisher, Alan Roedell 
Design and Layout, Sandy Welch 
Proofing, Hanna Atkins 
Advertising, Lisa Vogel,  206-384-5778 
Production, Chris Altwegg
Submissions and address changes 
should be sent to Ellen Blackstone 
at Seattle Audubon, or e-mail 
ellen@123imagine.net by the 8th of the 
month preceding publication. Submis-
sions will be edited and published at 
the editor’s discretion.
© Seattle Audubon, 2005

— Join a mailing team on week days dur-
ing daytime hours.
— Scan historical records.
— Go on a Birdathon trip!
— Help with our annual dinner, now or 
on June 24.
— Weed our native plant garden.
— Enter data into VolunteerWorks once 
every two weeks.

• Thank You to—
— Marie Vila, who designed this year’s 
Birdathon T-shirt.
— Interns Julia Hoa Nordsieck, Anisha 
Shankar, and Andrey Varlamov.
— Field Trip Committee members Nancy 
Alden, Matt Bartels, Megan Lyden, 
MaryFrances Mathis, and Brian Bell, 
chair, and all our trip leaders.
— Carolee Colter, Herb Curl, Richard 
and Irene Edwards, Dianne Gammon, 
Joan Just, Barbara Kane, Jennifer Kauff-
man, Melissa Martin, Randy Poulsen, 
and Brad Shaffer for their dedication to 
the Northwest Shade Coffee Campaign.
— Karen Morse, Shiva Parameswaran, 
Randy Poulsen, Marilyn Sandall, and 
Anisha Shankar, for participating in the 
Home Show and promoting our Forest-
friendly Lumber Campaign.
— Joyce Adachi-Kirkland, Hanna At-
kins, Shannon Bailey, Dianne Edmonds, 
Paul Schloemer, Miriam Williams, and 
all our regular database helpers.
— Ann Marie Wood, for her presentation 
“Birds, Birders, and Birding” to a local 
over-40’s women’s group. 
— Rick Forsman and Tom Weir, for 
consulting with Hayes Swinney of the 
Cascades Land Conservancy on the place-
ment of Wood Duck nest boxes at the 
Hazel Wolf Wetlands Preserve.
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SEATTLE AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT
Seattle Audubon cultivates and leads a community 
that values and protects birds and the natural 
environment.
Seattle Audubon is a non-profit 501(c)(3)
organization.

Invest in the Future—Make a 
Bequest to Seattle Audubon
Contact Christina Peterson              
206-523-8243, x15
chrisp@seattleaudubon.org

SEATTLE AUDUBON CENTER 
and NATURE SHOP 
Hours: Mon-Sat 10AM to 5PM
8050  35th Ave. NE 
Seattle WA 98115
206-523-4483

A u d u b o n

Birdathon—
There’s Always a Way
by Richard Youel, Publications Chair

Want to have fun and support a great 
cause? Enjoy Birdathon! The an-
nual Audubon fundraiser puts the 
fun in fundraising. Create your own 
Birdathon event or select from several 
offered by Seattle Audubon. Ask your 
friends and colleagues for pledges based 
on the birds you see. Pick the activity 
that suits you. You can make it as easy 
as the birds you see from your kitchen 
window, or as rigorous as the birds seen 
on a 24-hour marathon from Ocean 
Shores to Moses Lake. 

How about counting birds from a 
boat, a bike, or a bus? Or just the spe-

cies you hear? Use your imagination. In 
other words, any level of birding and 
any level of pledging that fit for you will 
work. Take your office-mates with you. 
Take the kids. Beginners are the most 
fun. If you are a beginner, then seize the 
opportunity to go with a good birder 
and find new species. Check out the 
trips we offer, and go on the one that 
sounds like the most fun. If you have 
a bird species you have not seen yet, 
make it a quest and ask others to help 
you find it. 

Most importantly, have fun and con-
vey that to your pledgers. They want 
to support a great cause, and they want 
to have fun along with you. If you just 
can’t go, find a participant to support. 
There’s always a way to do a Birdathon.

New Books 
from Auduboners—
Audubon members are a literary 
bunch! In the last year alone, local 
Audubon members have published 
at least six new books—about birds 
and birding and the wonders of 
nature.

Lyanda Lynn Haupt, for-
mer Seattle Audubon Education 
Coordinator, has published her second 
book, Pilgrim on the Great Bird Continent: 
The Importance of Everything and Other 
Lessons from Darwin’s Lost Notebooks. 
Brian Bell, Master Birder and long-
time teacher and field trip leader, has 
published a great new field guide, Birds 
of Washington State. Trees of Seattle (2nd 
edition) follows many other books by 
Arthur Lee Jacobson. 

In the Company of Crows and Ravens, 
co-authored by Tony Angell and John 
Marzluff, continues to excite corviphiles. 
Another field guide, The Birds of Vashon 
Island, comes to us from Ed Swan. And 
a reprint of Seattle Audubon’s Reptiles 
of Washington and Oregon joins our new 
Amphibians of the Pacific Northwest.

You’ll find all these and more in the 
Seattle Audubon Nature Shop!

Spotlight on 
Staff—

Emily Sprong

Raised in Massachusetts 
and educated there and in 
Vermont, Emily moved to 
Seattle in 1999. She interned 
with Seattle Audubon, then 
went to work full-time on 
BirdWeb and BirdWatch, 
and is now High School 
Program Manager. She and 
her husband Dan are the 
parents of 17-month-old 
daughter Triona.  

Always a lover of the 
outdoors and animals, Emily 
watched bird-banding at 
Massachusetts Audubon 
centers and went on family 
bird walks. Ice hockey and 
rugby left less time for na-
ture in high school and col-
lege, but she studied wildlife 
biology in grad school. 

A huge fan of the “amaz-
ing BirdWatch teens,” Emily 
says, “A great thing about 
BirdWatch is that it helps 
keep nature and wildlife in 
the running as an extracur-
ricular activity when there is 
so much competition for the 
kids' time.” 
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Destinations: In Search 
of Woodpeckers at the 
Gifford Burn
by Brian H. Bell, Master Birder

Some of the best 
places to see a variety 
of woodpeckers are 
at the site of a past 
forest fire or “burn.” 
The burned or seri-
ously weakened trees 
are rapidly attacked 
by insects that then at-
tract woodpeckers. In 
some cases, increased 
numbers of woodpeck-
ers have shown up 
within a few weeks of 
the fire. As burns age, 
the numbers of insects 
and woodpeckers 
decrease.

A human-caused wild fire created a 
burn that is attracting much attention 
(both of woodpeckers and of birders) 
in the Gifford Campground in Eastern 
Washington. The woodpeckers are ex-
pected to continue through the rest of the 
year. At least six species of woodpeckers 
have been seen there, including Black-
backed (up to four at one time), Hairy 
(nine), Downy (three), Northern Flicker 
(two), Pileated (one) and White-headed 
(three).

While relatively distant from the 
Puget Sound area—it takes at least four 
hours to get to the campground—the trip 
is all on paved roads. 

When you arrive in the campground, 
follow the road down to the northwest 
as far as you can go. Park near the water, 
listen for tapping, and begin walking to 
the northeast. Many people have reported 
hearing tapping as soon as they get out of 
their cars.

The Black-backed and Hairy Wood-
peckers typically forage in these burns 
by tapping lightly and flaking bark scales 
off the trees. Watch for activity at low 
to medium heights. The Black-backed 
Woodpeckers often make a nest hole in 
this height range. The Downy Wood-
pecker taps more softly, and Northern 
Flickers and Pileated Woodpeckers have 
a much stronger tap or drum. White-
headed Woodpeckers have been reported 
down near the water where they typically 
forage from a couple of feet above the 
ground to around twenty feet up. The 
latter is also the height range to watch for 
nesting holes.

This is a long trip and most suitable 
for a two-day excursion, therefore you can 
enjoy many other good birding locations 
along the way (check the American Bird-
ing Association’s A Birdfinding Guide to 
Washington). You can stop at Vantage on 
the Columbia River, and Potholes Res-
ervoir is often productive. Keep your eye 
out for other interesting habitats along 
the way. If you want to modify your route, 
you can go by way of Ephrata, Soap Lake, 
Lower Grand Coulee, and US Route 2. 

Directions to the Gifford Campground: 
Take I-90 east over the Cascades past Moses 
Lake. Approximately 32 miles east of Moses 
Lake, watch for the SR 21 (exit 206) turn to 
the north. Take SR 21 north for just over 18 
miles to Odessa, and turn right (east) on SR 
28. Follow SR 28 east and north for about 
34 miles to Davenport and US 2. Turn right 
for a short distance, then turn left (north) 
on SR 25. Take SR 25 north for about 54 
miles (you will cross the Spokane River near 
its junction with the Columbia River), and 
pass the Gifford-Inchelium Ferry. About a 
quarter-mile past the ferry, turn left into the 
Gifford Campground (before you get to the 
community of Gifford). 
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The Nature of Birds
More about Woodpeckers 
from Seattle Audubon’s 
BirdWeb.org
Woodpeckers have many adaptations 
that allow them to perch upright against 
tree trunks and feed on insects under the 
bark or within the wood of the tree itself. 
Most use their strong claws and stiff tail 
feathers to brace themselves against tree 
trunks as they climb. 

The specially adapted skulls of wood-
peckers allow them to pound hard on tree 
trunks to excavate nesting and roosting 
cavities, to find food, and to communi-
cate and attract mates. A special arrange-
ment of bones and elastic tissues allows 
woodpeckers to extend their long tongues 
and extract insect prey from the holes 
they chisel with their strong, sharp beaks. 
The principal food of most woodpeckers 
is insects, especially the larvae of wood-
boring beetles. A few woodpeckers feed 
on ants, nuts, or flying insects. Many also 
take a small amount of fruit. 

Most woodpeckers have rounded wings 
and an undulating flight pattern. The plum-
age of most is some combination of black 
and white, although brown is not uncom-
mon. Many, especially males, have small 

patches of red or yellow on their heads. 
Most woodpecker species are mo-

nogamous, and many form long-term 
pair bonds. Both members of a 
pair help excavate the nest cav-
ity, and the nest is usually lined 
with nothing but the woodchips 
created by the excavation. Both 
sexes incubate the eggs, with 
males generally taking the night 
shift. Both parents also feed and 
tend the young.

Although they may appear to 
damage trees, woodpeckers are 
generally good for tree health, 
because they feed so heavily on 
wood-boring beetles. 

The following species are found in 
Washington: Acorn Woodpecker, Ameri-
can Three-toed Woodpecker, Black-
backed Woodpecker, Downy Wood-
pecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern 
Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Red-naped 
Sapsucker, Red-breasted Sapsucker, 
White-headed Woodpecker, Williamson’s 
Sapsucker, and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

Learn more about Woodpeckers 
on BirdNote.org!
Here’s a sample:
Northern Flicker, A Drummer
…Has a woodpecker been hammering away on your 
house? Springtime brings the sound of a Northern 
Flicker, drumming on a hollow surface. Members of 
this woodpecker percussion band announce their ter-
ritory and attract mates by pounding on metal roofs 
or gutters. …
Hear the rest at www.birdnote.org/birdnote.cfm?id=79.

Learn about why woodpeckers don’t get pounding 
headaches at www.birdnote.org/birdnote.cfm?id=494. 

There’s more, too. For the Pileated Woodpecker, 
go to id=60. For the Lewis’s Woodpecker, go to 
id=374. To read about woodpeckers and ants, see 
id=295. The Downy Woodpecker can be found at 
both id=138 and 479. And tune in on April 26 to 
learn about the Williamson’s Sapsucker.

Photos accompany all these stories on the web 
site, www.birdnote.org. Listen to BirdNote™ each 
week day at 8:58AM on KPLU, 88.5FM. 

Williamson’s 
Sapsucker
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Developers’ Initiative: 
A Reality in 2006
by Matt Mega, Director of Urban Habitat

In last month’s issue of Earthcare we 
alerted you the potential filing of a 
developers’ initiative. That potential 
became reality when some groups seeking 
to circumvent our state’s environmental 
protections filed Initiative 933. Initiative 
933, the so-called developers’ initiative, if 
approved would create a loophole for de-
velopers and other special interests to get 
around land-use and other environmental 
laws that safeguard the health, safety, and 
quality of life of all Washingtonians. 

The initiative proposes rolling back 
ten years of community protections by 
forcing local governments to either pay 
landowners for claims of diminished 
property value due to land-use laws or 
not to enforce those laws at all. Wisely, 
Washington voters soundly rejected a 
similar initiative, Referendum 48, back 
in 1995. Oregon wasn’t so lucky. Backed 

by timber companies and irresponsible 
developers, Oregon’s Measure 37 was ap-
proved in 2004. More than 2,500 claims 
have been made so far. At the state level, 
not a single claim has been paid out. Instead, 
Oregon’s cash-strapped governments are 
being forced to waive reasonable, com-
mon-sense protections for their citizens.

Please study Initiative 933 for yourself, 
and learn the facts. The full text of the 
initiative can be found on the Secretary 
of State web page, www.secstate.wa.gov/
elections/.

You can also find more information 
about the developers’ initiative at 
www.protectcommunities.org/. 

If you would like to get involved fight-
ing the developers’ initiative contact Matt 
Mega, Director of Urban Habitat, 206-
985-6841, or mattm@seattleaudubon.org. 

Seattle Audubon Launches 
New Forest Friendly FSC 
Lumber Campaign
by Alex Morgan, Conservation Director

Seattle Audubon announces a new public 
education campaign to promote Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) certified 
forestry and lumber. The aim of the cam-
paign is to convert the state’s land base 
already in industrial timber production to 
FSC-certified forestry. By choosing FSC 
certification, landowners and consumers 
will be protecting woodpeckers, owls, and 
many more species of wildlife. 

The campaign aims to promote certifi-
cation through policy and market-orient-
ed approaches. We are targeting general 
consumers through bus signs, radio spots, 
posters, and events, and developing solid 
relationships with lumber partners who 

will launch their own publicity cam-
paigns. We hope to see landowners such 
as the City of Seattle, King County, and 
the State Department of Natural Resourc-
es convert their lands to FSC forestry in 
the near future.

The centerpiece of this new campaign 
is www.ForestFriendlyLumber.com. Here 
you can learn about FSC certification, the 
connection between birds and forestry, 
where to buy FSC-certified products, and 
much more. 

We hope that each of our members 
will join us in our pursuit to promote 
sustainable forestry. You can purchase 
FSC wood products at our partners’ retail 
locations. Learn more at the website, 
ForestFriendlyLumber.com.

New 
Shade Coffee 

Web Site!
Seattle Audubon and 
the 33 Northwest Shade 
Coffee Campaign member 
companies are proud to an-
nounce the new web site, 
www.shadecoffee.org. The 
web site offers shade-cof-
fee-related content and 
provides useful tools for 
coffee drinkers, birders, 
and coffee-related busi-
nesses.

The site highlights many 
new features as well as some 
familiar ones, including:
• A crisp, clean look with 
easy-to-navigate menus
• A user-friendly “where 
to buy” map tool to assist 
coffee lovers in their quest 
for shade coffee
• An updated newsroom 
with links to related sites
• A member spotlight section 
• A newsletter archive of 
the quarterly NWCC news-
letters
• High quality images
• Links to other Seattle 
Audubon sites

We welcome your 
comments and ideas for the 
growing website. Contact 
kristenk@seattleaudubon.org 
if you would like to submit 
an idea for web content or 
additional web tools. Check 
back regularly for updates.
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Birdathon 2006—
It’s spring…the season of great birding 
throughout Washington! It’s also time 
for Seattle Audubon’s 22nd annual 
Birdathon, April through May. Join the 
Birdathon flock, and help us raise $25,000 
to support Seattle Audubon’s conservation 
programs protecting Washington’s 
resident and migrant birds’ habitat.
Pay—or collect pledges—and go on a 
field trip. 

Let Seattle Audubon’s expert birders 
lead you to destinations near and far, and 
discover the diversity of bird life we enjoy 
throughout the state. During Birdathon, 
these excursions will be offered for a 
contribution of $15 for local trips, and 
$25 for longer trips. Or if you like, you 
can waive the trip fee, and instead, gather 
pledges. We have some great trips this 
year—check them out on pages 10-11.
Pay to participate in a Birdathon event.

Birdathon events include birding 
walks for families, a fabulous bird photog-
raphy field workshop, a Woodland Park 
Zoo work party, and a ramble and a lunch 
with Senator Ken Jacobsen. See page 9 
for all the choices.
Be a Birdathoner. 

Anyone can be a Birdathoner—from a 
novice backyard birdwatcher to an expert 
birder. Count as many birds as you can 
in a 24-hour period in April or May, and 

gather pledges for your efforts. Count 
birds by yourself, or form a team. Or treat 
yourself to a Birdathon event, and simply 
raise pledges from your friends in sup-
port of a good cause. Your sponsors can 
pay their pledges on-line after you have 
registered. All pledges must be received 
by Seattle Audubon by Friday June 2 for 
you to be eligible for prizes.
What’s in it for you?

The event has always been about 
appreciating birds and nature. And this 
year, we have a way to make raising 
pledges easier for you—the incentives, 
listed on page 8, can be earned by you 
and your sponsors.
Be a Birdathon sponsor.

If you’d like to support Birdathon but 
don’t have time to count birds and col-
lect pledges, please consider sponsoring 
one of our Birdathon field trips or a trip 
leader, or support the Big Day Win-
ners (see page 11) or your fellow Master 
Birder. Sponsors are also eligible for the 
incentives on page 8. 
Ready to fly?

Send in the form below or go to 
www.seattleaudubon.org, and click on 
Birdathon. You can download all the 
documents you need to have a successful 
Birdathon. If you don’t have access to the 
internet, please call the Seattle Audubon 
Nature Shop, 206-523-4483, and we’ll 
send you a packet to get you going.
 

Announcing: 
The Third 

Annual Master 
Birder 

Challenge
The Master Birder Challenge 
is a Birdathon competition 
between Master Birder 
classes. Winning teams are 
judged by two criteria: most 
money raised and most spe-
cies seen. The Millennium 
Master Birder Class, the 
Class of 2001, raised more 
than $1300 last year.

Form a team of 2-4 
classmates, pick the date and 
route, and then contact other 
Master Birder classmates for 
pledges to help your class 
win this year’s competition.

For the Master Birder 
Challenge, only those funds 
raised from within each class 
are eligible, but of course you 
can do your own personal 
Birdathon for pledges from 
family and friends.

Only those pledges paid 
and received by Seattle 
Audubon by Friday, June 2, 
will count toward the Most 
Money Raised competition. 
(We welcome matching gifts 
from employers, as always, 
but they won’t count in the 
competition.) For more in-
formation, go to the Master 
Birder Challenge link on the 
Birdathon page at 
www.seattleaudubon.org, 
or contact Mary Anne 
Thorbeck, maryannethorbeck
@comcast.net  

The winners will be 
recognized on a plaque dis-
played at Seattle Audubon 
Center.

    Please send me a Birdathon Registration Packet.
Name or Team Name:
Address:
City, State, ZIP:
Phone (        )                           E-mail:

Yes! I would like to join the Birdathon Flock.
You can register on-line at www.seattleaudubon.org. Click on Birdathon.

I am unable to be a Birdathon counter, but please accept my gift
of $           to the winners of the Big Day Challenge.

Please mail to Seattle Audubon, 8050 35th NE, Seattle WA 98115, Attn: Birdathon.

F e a t u r e
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Prizes awarded for—
• Most money raised
• Most species seen
• Most money raised by a rookie
• Most species seen by a rookie
• Youngest Birdathoner
• Most species seen by youth under 18
• Most sponsors
• Most money raised over last year’s total
• Most species seen by Master Birder class
• Most money raised by Master Birder class
• Best photograph of birders birding
• Most unusual bird seen

To register or to find out more about Birdathon, 
download this year’s Birdathon participant kit at 
www.seattleaudubon.org (click on Birdathon), e-mail 
birdathon@seattleaudubon.org, or call the Nature Shop 
at 206-523-4483. All pledges must be received by 
Seattle Audubon by Friday June 2 for you to be eligible 
for prizes.

Kids—Want to win a free week at 
Seattle Audubon’s Nature Camp?
If you’re between five and thirteen, you can 
do your own Birdathon, and be entered in a 
drawing for a free week at Nature Camp this 
summer.

Look for the birds pictured on the Birda-
thon Bingo Card by searching your backyard 
or your local park, and circle the ones you see. 
Or sign up for a field trip designed especially 
for kids and families, and take your card with 
you.

Fill out the registration here, and send it 
and your Birdathon Bingo Card to Seattle 
Audubon, Attn: Birdathon, 8050 35th 
Avenue NE, Seattle WA 98115. 

Your entry must be accompanied by $10 
unless you attended a field trip. Your contribu-
tion helps Seattle Audubon provide critical 
bird conservation activities. 

Your entry must be received by Seattle 
Audubon by Friday June 2 for you to be 
eligible for the drawing. The winner will be 
selected at random from all entries.

✃
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Prizes and Incentives Galore!
All Birdathoners who gather pledges of $1000 or more 
will be entered in a grand prize drawing.
Birdathon T-shirt and other incentives—
• Pledges of $75 earn a T-shirt.
• Pledges of $30 earn a Seattle Audubon membership.
• Pledges of $150 earn a feather print ($300 for two, 
etc. You can view all four on the Seattle Audubon web 
site for Birdathon.)
More prizes—
• Butterfly and Birdsong trip for four with Idie Ulsh & 
Richard Youel
• An afternoon of journaling with author Frances Wood 
• Two nights at a cabin in Methow Valley
• A week at Nature Camp
• Verdigris birdbath
• Six kayak rentals
• Bird feeders 
• Bird T-shirts
• More prizes added daily
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More Ways to “Birdathon”
Family Birdathon on Earth Day
Saturday, April 22, 9-11AM
Level: Beginners
Location: Arboretum
Leader: Susan Tallarico
Cost: $30 per family/group for up to 

4 members, additional members 
$10 each, or $50+ in pledges.

Join us for a morning of birding! 
Don’t know how to bird? Let us 
teach you. Learn how to identify lo-
cal Seattle birds by sight and sound. 
Practice using field guides and 
binoculars, on a fun-filled morning 
with your family. Kids from 5-12 
years can enter in a drawing for a 
free week at Nature Camp.
Meet at Graham Visitor Center, 
2300 Arboretum Drive East, in 
Seattle. Limit 20 individuals.

Work Party at the Woodland 
Park Zoo
Saturday, April 29, 8AM-Noon
Level: 14 years and up, ready for 

garden work
Location: South Gate of the zoo, 

7:50AM 
Leader: David Selk
Cost: $30 or Birdathon pledges 

totaling $50+
Yes, pay—or collect pledges— to 
work! Help the zoo clean up a wood 
lot that is adjacent to the newest 
exhibit, Zoomazium, by removing 
invasives and other undesirables. 
Activities could include mulching, 
planting, and helping to prepare the 
site. Volunteers are welcome to en-
joy the zoo after their work. Volun-
teers will be asked to sign a release/
waiver that morning. Limit 20.

Birding with Senator Ken
9AM-Noon, Tuesday, May 2
Level: Adults only
Location: NE Seattle
Leaders: Ken Jacobsen and Kevin 

Aanerud

Cost: $75 or $100 in pledges
A relaxing and congenial way to 
Birdathon. Join Ken, Kevin, and a 
mystery guest for a morning of bird-
ing. Plan to stroll with the senator in 
Northeast Seattle, then have lunch 
in his backyard sanctuary. A not-oft-
repeated opportunity you won't want 
to miss. Meet at the Seattle Audubon 
Center, 8050 35th NE.
Limit 10.

Family Birdathon—
Field Trip for Kids
Saturday, May 6, 8:30-10:30AM
Level: Beginners
Location: Discovery Park
Leader: Kintea Bryant 
Cost: $30 per family/group (up to 4 

members) $10 each additional 
person, or $50+ in pledges.

We’ll take a walk through the park, 
looking for the birds on the Birdathon 
Bingo Card (see page 8) and learn-
ing about the habitats in which they 
live. Kids from 5-12 years can enter 
in a drawing for a free week at Nature 
Camp. Meet at Visitors’ Center Park-
ing Lot in Discovery Park. Kids under 
ten must bring an adult. Limit 15.

Toddler Birdathon
Saturday, May 6, 10-11AM
Level: Beginners
Location: Meadowbrook Pond 
Leader: Emily Sprong
Cost: $15 per toddler, or $25+ in pledges. 

One adult may accompany up to two 
children.

Through songs, games, and a short 
bird walk, we’ll learn what makes 
birds special. Each family will receive 
a beginning field guide and a booklet 
about sharing birds with young people. 
Geared towards toddlers 18-30 months 
old. Meadowbrook Pond is on 35th Ave 
NE at 105th St NE in Seattle. Park at 
the Meadowbrook Community Center; 
the pond is across the street and down 
a paved trail. Look for signs directing 
you to the meeting spot. Allow 5-10 
minutes for the walk from the parking 
lot. Limit 12 toddlers.

Paul Bannick Photography 
Workshop 
Saturday, May 20, 9-11AM
Level: Must have experience using 

your own digital SLR camera
Location: Discovery Park
Leader: Paul Bannick, official 

BirdNote photographer
Cost: $75 or Birdathon pledges 

totaling $100
Learn from one of the best, and take 
your digital photography to the next 
level! We’ll discuss the ideal time 
of day to find and approach birds; 
the most effective lenses and tripods 
for the field; camera modes; use of 
flashes; shutter speed and exposure 
(including histograms); and how to 
maximize lighting and composition 
for the perfect shot. Bring your own 
camera and a tripod if you have one. 
Meet at Visitors’ Center Parking Lot 
in Discovery Park. Limit 20.

 

Birdathon Event Sign-up and Guidelines
You must sign up in advance for any of these events by calling Seattle 
Audubon, 206-523-4483. Sign-up begins on Tuesday, April 11, from 6:30-
8PM, and continues Monday through Saturday, 10AM-5PM. Please have a 
credit card ready when you call, or be ready to register and gather pledges.  
On the day of your Birdathon, bring clothes appropriate for the weath-
er—even rain gear and hiking boots if necessary—and pack snacks and 
drinks. On the Seattle Audubon family trips, binoculars and field guides 
will be provided for your use, or bring your own if you have them. 
Plan ahead and enjoy your Birdathon!


