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Ninety Years Young
by Jerry Joyce, History Chair

Seattle Audubon, now in its 90th year, is stronger 
than ever. Looking back over 90 years helps us un-
derstand who we are, as well as who we were. As we 
research and understand our history, we gain insight 
into what we’ve done, the lives we’ve touched, and 
the policies this organization has changed. 

See page 7 for information about what we’re doing 
now, as we look at, review, and present our history 
from the perspective of those who lived it. Then see 
pages 8 and 9 for highlights of our history from 
90, 60, and 30 years ago. Read about our impact 
on the birding world, how education has played—
and still plays—an important role in the organization, and 
how we have fought for birds and nature. Then, perhaps, 
you might want to sit down with a cup of shade-grown 
coffee to think about your history with Seattle Audubon.
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Wildlife Photographer of the Year
A Showcase of the Winning Photographs
Burke Museum at the UW
June 24 – September 4, 2006

BBC Wildlife Magazine and the Natural His-
tory Museum, London annually award the 
prestigious title of “Wildlife Photographer 
of the Year” to an amateur or professional 
whose photograph best portrays natural 
subjects. The competition s aim is to show-
case the very best photographic 
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images of wildlife to 
a worldwide audi-
ence, showing the 
splendor, drama, and 
diversity of life on 
Earth and inspiring 
people to care for its future. See the very 
best recent nature photography that the 
world has to offer as it makes its only US 
stop—and first Northwest stop ever—at 
the Burke Museum. 

Events include workshops, lectures, 
family activities, gallery walks, and 
behind-the-scenes tours. You’ll find a 
coupon for half off the ticket price—See 
page 13. Tickets may be purchased in 
advance through Burke Education at 
burked@u.washington.edu. For more infor-
mation, please see www.washington.edu/
burkemuseum/wildlife, or call Burke Educa-
tion at 206-543-9681.

Seattle Audubon 2006 Award Winners
We’re proud to announce the winners of this year’s 
Conservation, Education, and Science Awards, and the 

winner of the 2006 President’s Award. Please see page 14.

Grand prize: Sky Chase



J u l y / A u g u s t  2 0 0 6

• New Volunteer Orientation: Tuesday, 
July 18, 7PM at Seattle Audubon. Regis-
ter with Lorraine at 206-523-8243, x12 
or lorraineh@seattleaudubon.org. There 
will not be an August orientation.

• Save the Date: Fall Plant Sale, 
Saturday, September 16—10AM-4PM, 
Seattle Audubon Center

• Save the Date: Audubon Council of 
Washington, October 6-8—At Camp 
Lutherwood on Lake Samish, hosted 
by The North Cascades Audubon. For 
more information, contact Paul Wood-
cock, paulwoodcock@earthlink.net, or 
360-380-3356.

• Thank you to
—Keith Geller, Ellen Blackstone, Sage 
Miller, Chuck Novak, Pam Pogemiller, 
Cheryl Teague and Sandra Whiting for 
weeding the Seattle Audubon Center 
native plant garden and disposing of the 
truckful of weeds in April, and to Madro-
na Nurseries for donating some native 
plants for the garden.
—Cheryl Teague, Seattle Audubon 
leader, and Chuck Novak, and Boeing 
Day of Service (Earth Day, April 22) 
volunteers Ed Favilla, Phil Eades, Isidro 
Iribe, Ralfs Mikelsons, and Paul Yanny 
for weeding and spreading mulch in our 
native plant garden.
—Esther Brolin Bailey, Dale Chase, 
Ilze Koris, Judy Lang, Lois Miller, 
Joeve and Pete Wilkinson, Julie, Mara, 
and Patrick Willaford, Miriam Wil-
liams, and Martha Wood for help with 
mailings.
—Arn and Kathy Slettebak and Neil 
Zimmerman, for hosting our booth at the 
Shoreline Natural Yard Care Days.

S e a t t l e

Of NoteSeattle Audubon

—Samin Houshyar, Ann Kittleson, 
Andrew Thurber, Andrey Varlamov, 
and Carleen and Neil Zimmerman, for 
hosting our booth at the zoo for Festival 
of the Birds, May 6.
—Carleen and Neil Zimmerman for 
hosting our booth at Tukwila Wildlife 
Festival on May 13.
—Richard Edwards, Eric Kocaja, Karen 
Morse, Marilyn Sandall, Andrey Var-
lamov, Chandra Wade, and Shannon 
Whitney, Northwest Shade Coffee Cam-
paign outreach and web site volunteers.
—Bob Soldwedel, for installing shelves in 
the Seattle Audubon annex.
—Shannon Bailey, Curt Black, Harvey 
Carroll, Barbara Clark, Barbara Kane, 
Estelle Klasner, Ilze and Rimas Koris, 
Norma Larson, Patty Michaud, Lois 
Miller, Eileen Potts, Carol Richardson, 
Jennifer Schneider, Rick Stueckle, 
Connie VanDeventer, CaraVoelker, and 
Ann Marie Wood, for attending KOMO’s 
Northwest Afternoon May 18, thereby 
gaining us free advertising for our FSC 
Lumber Campaign. 
—Patty Michaud, Communications In-
tern, for her diligent and successful work 
in obtaining publicity for our programs.
—Linda Anchondo and Wren McNally 
for securing prizes for Birdathon awards
and for help with Birdathon awards in 
general.
—Amy Cole for the gathering to 
introduce Shawn Cantrell. 
—Amanda Gibson, for BirdNote 
assistance.
—Steve Dang, Ilze Koris, Estelle 
Klasner, Judy Lang, Lois Miller, Scott 
Moore, Virginia Morrison, and Bob Sol-
dwedel, for the Annual Dinner mailing.
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A u d u b o n

The History We’re 
Making Today
by Jane Hedberg, Past-President

This issue of Earthcare North-
west is about history, and in 
my last editorial as Seattle 
Audubon president, I’d like 
to talk about the history we’re 
making today. What will his-
torians of the future say about 
our life and times? What will people 
looking back in 100 years think about 
our lifestyles and the decisions our 
society made? 

One thing is certain: life will not be 
the same as we know it today. Political 
dynamics will change; global warming 
will stress our planet; sea levels will 
be higher; and weather patterns will 
be different. How will this affect our 
planet, our society, our grandchildren? 
What will global warming do to the 
habitats of birds and other wild things? 
I certainly don’t have the answers, but 

I know it’s important to 
ask the questions. 

Change is coming, 
whether we like it or not. 
To meet it, to have an 
impact on it, we must be 
aware of the ramifications of 
our decisions on the natural 
world. When we put our 
energies and resources to-
gether to protect birds and 

nature, we can make good things happen. 
Today, Seattle Audubon is working 

to prepare for the future. We bring envi-
ronmental education to urban children. 
We organize, advocate, and use the 
courts if necessary to protect birds. We 
work to increase the public’s awareness 
of nature. 

I’m proud of the work of our orga-
nization, and I thank you all for your 
continued and generous support. With 
your participation and commitment, we 
will continue to make a difference for 
birds and nature.  

Spotlight on 
Volunteers—
Hanna Atkins

Earthcare in E-mail? 
A Pilot Program
In these times of budget crunches and 
with thoughts of saving paper and 
postage, we hope to make Earthcare 
Northwest available either on-line or via 
e-mail or both. 

If you would like to receive this news-
letter in e-mail, let us know. We’ll put 
you in a pilot program and advise you of 
our schedule. Another possibility is that 
we would post the newsletter on-line 
and send you an e-mail message when 
each issue is ready.

If you want to be part of a pilot 
program for virtual Earthcare, send mail 
to Earthcare@seattleaudubon.org, tell us 
whether you prefer e-mail or an on-line 
PDF, and we’ll put you on our list.

Don’t panic: you will continue to 
receive the newsletter via “snail-mail,” at 
your home or in your post office box, un-
less you sign up for electronic delivery.

Editor wanted. We’re looking for a new 
editor for Earthcare Northwest. Please 
send your resumé and cover letter to 
Earthcare@seattleaudubon.org. This is a 
contract position.
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F o r  B i r d s

Hazel Wolf Wetlands
—with thanks to Cascade Land Conservancy

The Hazel Wolf 
Wetlands Preserve is 
one of the most pris-
tine wetland-based 
wildlife refuges in 
King County. The 
preserve’s 116 acres 
contain several dif-
ferent wetland and 
forest habitats. This 
varied landscape 
supports many of 
our area’s beautiful 
and sensitive plants 
and wildlife. The 
Hazel Wolf Wet-
lands are an integral 
part of a network of 
protected habitats 
stretching from the 
Issaquah Alps to 
Lake Sammamish. 
These wetlands help 
control the quality 
and quantity of wa-
ter flowing through 
Beaver Lake all the 
way to Lake Sam-
mamish.

After fishing at Beaver Lake, Ospreys 
and Bald Eagles often roost here in the 
large trees. You may see Hooded Mergan-
sers, Pied-billed Grebes, and Wood Ducks 
on the water. In the forest, Pileated Wood-
peckers drum for insects, Cedar Waxwings 
forage, hummingbirds search for nectar, 
and robins nest. These are but a few of 
the wonderful birds that are year-round or 
seasonal visitors at the preserve. Squirrels, 
tree frogs, centipedes, and salamanders are 
among the lively creatures you may notice 
scurrying across the forest floor. 

This biologically rich area was pre-
served in 1995 thanks to the cooperative 
efforts of concerned citizens, progressive 
corporations, county government, and 

Cascade Land Conservancy. In 1998, 
when Hazel Wolf—long-time environ-
mental and social justice activist and 
secretary of Seattle Audubon—turned 
100, Cascade Land Conservancy and the 
citizens of King County dedicated this 
nature reserve as The Hazel Wolf Wet-
lands.

Directions to Hazel Wolf Wetlands: 
From I-90 Eastbound: Take Exit 15 (Lake 
Sammamish State Park) in Issaquah. Reset 
your trip counter at the off-ramp. From off-
ramp, turn left onto 17th Ave. NW. Stay on 
the main street as it curves east and becomes 
NW Sammamish Rd. One mile from off-
ramp, turn left onto E. Lake Sammamish 
Pkwy SE. At 2.3 miles from off-ramp, turn 
right onto SE 43rd Way. Drive uphill. At 
top of hill, the road veers left and becomes 
228th Ave. SE. About 5.8 miles from off-
ramp, turn right onto SE 8th St. (Skyline 
High School is on corner.) Almost 7 miles 
from off-ramp, turn right at the Windsor 
Greens entrance onto SE Windsor Blvd. 
Continue past “Dead End” sign and park 
under the power lines. Please do not block 
the gate and park away from the residences.

Groups of more than 10 may visit by 
appointment only. Please contact Michelle 
Connor at 206- 292-5907 x106 to schedule 
an appointment.

For more information, visit cascadeland.org/
protland/publicaccess.htm#hazel
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Birdathon 2006 Corporate Sponsors – 

Northern Flicker Sponsor
$5000 

Dunn Lumber

Great Blue Heron Sponsor
$2500 

Night Owl Wines 
Grounds for Change

Anna’s Hummingbird Sponsor
$1000 

Handler Klein Communications 
     & Marketing 
Washington Forest Law Center

Western Tanager Sponsor
$500 

Museum Quality Framing
Sterling Savings Bank

F o r  B i r d s

Birdathon 2006—
Great times for birds!

 
Birdathon 2006 was a smashing success due to 
your active involvement. Thank you for raising 
over $30,000, making this the most success-
ful Birdathon ever. Thanks to all the field-trip 
takers, field-trip and event leaders, Birdathon-
ers, Master Birders, Big Day Challengers, all the 
families and friends who pledged in support of 
their birder buddies, and all the fine businesses 
and members who so generously participated in 
funding our conservation work. Thank you so 
much—you are ALL winners!

More Winners 
Check the September issue for the full list 
of winners of the Birdathon prizes. As we go 
to print, it looks like the Master Birder Class 
of 2006 will win the bragging rights to Most 
Money Raised and Most Species Seen in the 
Master Birder Challenge. 

Jeike Meijer won the week at Nature Camp.

Birdathon 2006 Prize Sponsors
Platinum Prize Sponsors $500
Karen and David Adair
Noel Angell and Emory Bundy
Bushnell Outdoor Products
Pacific Northwest Float Trips
Chris McNally, Illustrator
The Edgewater
Carlyn Roedell

Gold Prize Sponsors ($250)
birdPod, a Revolution in Bird Songs for your 
iPod

Silver Prize Sponsors ($100)
Argosy Cruises
Paul Bannick
Captain’s Nautical Supplies
Chateau Ste. Michelle
Earth Sanctuary Nature Reserve
North Cascades Institute
Ornamental Stone 
Skylark Nature Tours
Washington Brewers Guild
Frances Wood

Prize Sponsor ($50)
Ellen Blackstone
Flora & Fauna Books
Rover’s
Idie Ulsh
Molbak’s
Northwest Outdoor Center 
Richard Youel
Rick Steve’s Europe Through 

the Back Door
Viking Cruises - Marci & Bob Plank
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Ten Years of Connecting 
Birds and Coffee
by Kristen Kosidowski, 
Shade Coffee Organizer

In 1996, on the heels of 
research showing the 
decline in the winter-
ing habitat of migratory 
songbirds, a group of 
Seattle Audubon volunteers had a message 
for the coffee industry. They told the tale 
of habitat loss and the decline of neotropi-
cal migratory bird species due to clear-cut-
ting for coffee fields. Their mission was ob-
vious: to persuade coffee buyers and sellers 
that they could help preserve habitat by 
supporting shade-grown coffee. Their 
efforts evolved into the now-10-year-old 
Northwest Shade Coffee Campaign. 

The campaign created a strong coali-
tion of Northwest companies committed 
to the environment and to social justice. 
Gradually, a supply chain evolved to meet 
the demand for shade coffee. Many of 

these original companies still maintain 
membership in the campaign, and several 
new companies have joined in the last 

year alone.
Established as a leader in promot-

ing responsibly produced shade-grown 
coffees, the Northwest Shade Coffee 
Campaign today supports 45 member 
companies who consistently of-

fer shade coffee. The campaign does 
not act as a certifying agency but rather 
promotes awareness about shade coffee 
through a quarterly newsletter, a new web 
site (shadecoffee.org), regular outreach 
and speaking engagements, and specific 
projects designed to increase the visibility 
and availability of shade-grown coffee in 
mid-sized retail venues.

Looking for shade coffee? Visit 
shadecoffee.org and search by city or ZIP. 
In the coffee aisle in your local market, 
look for the shade-grown logo. Every cup 
helps. For more information, contact 
Kristen at kristenk@seattleaudubon.org or 
206-523-6757.

Urban Birds, Trees, and 
Stewardship
by Matt Mega, 
Urban Habitat Program Director

Seattle is fortunate to have several large 
parks that support a variety of birds and 
other animals. Pileated Woodpeckers are 
not an uncommon sight in Discovery Park; 
Bald Eagles soar above Seward Park; and 
throughout our city, forest-dwelling birds 
are common. Large, mature trees provide 
the habitat for these birds, and without 
them, many species would simply disap-
pear. Flycatchers, hawks, and waxwings are 
just a few of the species that require tall 
trees for carrying out their life cycles.  

A walk through our large urban parks 
will reveal many mature trees, Douglas firs 
and big-leaf maples to name a few. But what 
do we see as we walk through our neigh-
borhoods? Large mature trees so critical to 
the health of our birds are disappearing. 

There are two major reasons for tree loss 
in Seattle: views and new development. 
Compromises often can be worked out to 
afford homeowners views as well as to save 
old trees. The major difficulty here is that 
these activities happen independently. 
An individual resident seeking to improve 
his view does not think about the larger 
consequences. Suppose everyone in the 
city is seeking to improve a view. The con-
sequences would be enormous. Likewise, a 
developer who cuts a single tree may not 
think about how many other developers 
are also cutting single trees. The cumula-
tive action can have devastating effects on 
the urban bird population. 

Seattle Audubon is forming a work-
ing group within the Urban Habitat Sub-
committee to address the issues of urban 
trees. If you are interested in participat-
ing in this effort, please contact Matt 
Mega at mattm@seattleaudubon.org, or  
206-985-6841.

Annual Frog 
Frolic 

Celebration at 
Shadow Lake 
Bog, Sunday, 
August 13
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Help Us Find 
Missing Issues of 
Seattle Audubon 
Newsletters—

F e a t u r e

Understanding Our History
by Marianne Moon and Jerry Joyce, 
History Volunteers

As you see below, we’re working on an 
oral history project to ensure that the 
rich history of Seattle Audubon will 
live on as a testament to the past and 
an inspiration for the future. We’re 
documenting what the organization has 
meant to people, its long-lasting struggles 
to improve bird habitats, the camaraderie 
within our community, and, of course, 
the birds. 

The stacks of carefully archived old 
papers hold fascinating and powerful 
information. It’s 
fascinating to read 
about everything 
we’ve done, and 
powerful to know 
that not only have 

we fought and won, but that even the 
fights we lost still had major influences 
on policy. It’s fascinating to realize that 
many generations of children have been 
exposed to birds and nature through the 
organization, and powerful to know that 
so many have continued this connection 
by integrating Seattle Audubon’s philoso-
phy into their lives. 

In our 90th year, we’re taking a quick 
look at some of the events of 90, 60, and 
30 years ago. In 2016, our Centennial 
year, we’ll be looking at all 100 years. So 
join us in celebrating and understanding 
our history, and then, perhaps, join us and 
become part of our future.

Listening to 
Our Stories
by Sherry Rind, History Volunteer

As any “Rare Bird” will tell you, member-
ship in this group doesn’t mean you're  
“old.” It means long-time membership in 
Seattle Audubon, a passion for conserva-
tion, and lots of memories. Recognizing 
what a rare resource these “birds” are, 
the Seattle Audubon History Committee 
developed the Oral History Project to 
record the personal side of our history in 
the voices of the people who have been 
actively involved over the years. We’ll 
hear from hobbyists, activists, educators, 
environmentalists, and backyard bird-
watchers who know how to have a good 
time appreciating Seattle’s birds. In addi-
tion to giving color and detail to the past, 
we want to highlight the many purposes 
Seattle Audubon serves.

The Rare Birds’ voices will become 
part of Seattle Audubon’s centennial 
celebration, as well as a living history of 
our development and growth. Eventually, 
you’ll be able to hear those voices on-line 
and in other special programs. To make 
the Oral History Project happen, we need 
volunteer interviewers who can ask the 
right questions and are comfortable using 
the voice recorder. It’s an exciting project 
for those who want to plan their own 
volunteer hours and who like to work 
independently without going to a lot of 
meetings. 

Contact Lorraine Hartman at 206-
523-8243, x12, or lorraineh@seattleaudu
bon.org, if you’d like to become involved 
in this interesting project.
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90 Years of 
Seattle Audubon
by Richard Huffman, History Volunteer

1916: 90 Years Ago

Nineteen intrepid Seattle Audubon 
explorers ventured into the wilds of 
Burien on May 13, 1916—the very first 
Seattle Audubon birdwatching field trip. 
Twenty-nine bird species were spotted 
that day by those early explorers. In each 
subsequent month that year, a different 
field trip took birders to distant outposts 
such as Ravenna Park near the Univer-
sity of Washington, to Edmonds, and to 
“the old deserted home of Mr. Kirk, the 
founder of Kirkland.”

Bird walks weren’t the only tradition 
begun in Seattle Audubon’s first year. 
Educational slide shows taught mem-
bers about birds, but in the days before 
real slide projectors, a Seattle Audubon 
volunteer had to create his own slide 
projector.

As they are to this day, children were 
an important part of Seattle Audubon 
during that first year. They spent 10 
cents each to join Junior Audubon and 
received leaflets that contained pictures 
of birds and information about the birds 

and their habitats. Audubon members 
regularly taught classes about birds to 
children at libraries around Seattle, 
including the University, Ballard, and 
Columbia branches.

In 1916, news about Seattle Audubon 
was featured regularly in the society pages 
of the Seattle Daily Times. Although many 
men were members and were heavily 
involved in the organization, the actual 
leadership of the organization that first 
year was made up entirely of women. In 
keeping with the standards of the day, 
a married woman would be listed in the 
Seattle Audubon historical record by 
her husband’s first name, rather than 
her own. Mrs. Charles Crickmore served 
as president, along with Mrs. Harry 
D. Moore as vice-president. Miss Kate 
Thompson was the treasurer, and Mrs. 
Ralph Krows the secretary. During that 
first year, Seattle Audubon’s membership 
grew to more than 100 people.

1946: 60 Years Ago
During 1946, members of Seattle Audu-
bon were still hard at work protecting 
bird habitats. The City of Seattle had 
proposed that a stadium be built in 
Lower Woodland Park, and the stadium’s 
design called for filling in part of Green 
Lake. Seattle Audubon Secretary Earl 
Larrison took the lead in formulating a 
resolution to oppose the plan and pre-
sented it to the Seattle City Council and 
the Parks Board.

Growing concern over the role of the 
Washington State Department of Game 
in the protection of species was evident 
as well. Mr. Lumley, chairman of the con-
servation committee, wrote a pamphlet 
entitled “The Truth about Washington 
Hawks,” in which he presented the case 
that laws for the protection of wildlife 
were not being followed—and were, in 
fact, being broken by the very men hired 
by the state game department to enforce 
those laws. “The object of this campaign 
against indiscriminate shooting of Hawks 

April, 1916

The Seattle Audubon Society, Seattle, Wash., was 
organized April 17, 1916. The meeting was held 
in the New Chamber of Commerce buildingµ ºFea-
tured was an exhibit of bird pictures loaned by 
the Fine Arts Society for the occasion. These 
pictures had been on display in rooms in the 
Baillargeon Building. Addressing the group 
were Miss Adelaide Pollock, principal of Queen 
Anne School, Mrs. Frank 0. Kane, wife of the 
Professor of Journalism at the University of 
Washington, and Professor Trevor Kincaid, zoo-
logical expert at University of Washington.» 
(from Seattle Sunday Times, April 16, 1916)
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and the use of the pole trap is to get 
good, scientific wild life management in 
the State of Washington and EQUAL 
representation by all groups interested in 
wild life,” notes the official Seattle Audu-
bon historical record.

The war years saw serious restrictions 
on birdwatching trips. Wary government 
officials were not amused to see people 
with binoculars quietly prowling our 
coastlines on early mornings! By 1946, 
however, full field trips resumed in ear-
nest. A high point that year was the re-
sumption of the annual mountain climb 
up Mt. Issaquah. Members spotted many 
unique birds in 1946, including Tufted 
Puffins, oystercatchers, and Marbled Mur-
relets along the Olympic Peninsula, and 
catbirds and cuckoos on Vashon Island.

1976: 30 Years Ago
Sixty years after its inception, Seattle 
Audubon members were still hard at 
work in their efforts to protect birds and 
preserve their habitats. With the sug-
gestion and support of Seattle Audubon 
members, one notable success was the 
establishment of Kellogg Island in the 
Duwamish River as a bird sanctuary. The 
US Army Corps of Engineers had origi-
nally planned to use Kellogg Island as a 
dumping ground for their projects.

Seattle Audubon had long been an 
opponent of SuperSonic Transport pro-

grams. In 1976, 
the organiza-
tion sent noti-
fication to the 
Department of 
Transportation, 
voicing its op-
position to the 
landing of the 
Concorde in the 
United States.

From 1954 
through 1975, 
Seattle Audu-

bon regularly rented movie theaters 
and showed bird and nature films from 
around the world to enraptured audi-
ences. However, the growing availabil-
ity of nature films on local television 
programs slowly eliminated the need 
for the Seattle Audubon series, and in 
1976 the film series was discontinued. At 
that time, all the work of setting up field 
trips, protecting habitats, and educating 

the public about the importance of birds 
and wildlife was done entirely by volun-
teers. Seattle Audubon’s first full-time 
employee was still three years in the 
future.

2006: Today
These few glimpses of our history re-
veal some of what our predecessors 
have achieved. Although this history 
sometimes mirrors the social climate of 
the times, it more often shows Seattle 
Audubon members as progressive leaders 
who challenged and advanced society. 
We may have changed, but we have re-
mained steadfast in our mission to enjoy, 
protect, and, when necessary, to fight for 
birds and nature. 

May, 1946

Several deserving young people have re-
ceived a yearõs membership in the Seattle 
Audubon Society from the Honorary Scholar-
ship Fund.

Mr. Higman was appointed Publicity Chair-
man for the Field Guide. A new committee 
will formulate plans for future reference 
whereby the society will be informed of 
the cost of the publications and proþt, 
if any. 

1976

Seattle Audubon went on record opposing the landing 
of the Concorde in the US and sent notiýcation to the 
Department of Transportation.


